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Preface

PREFACE
First published in 1965 under the title How to Teach the Tabernacle to Children, David 
Gooding’s aim was to provide teachers with a means of communicating the tabernacle as 
a ‘God-given and brilliant illustration’ of the ‘basic doctrines of the Christian faith’. Since 
then, Bible teachers the world over have taken these lessons and adapted them to teach the 
tabernacle, not only to children, but to people of all ages. Many others have used the mate-
rial as a stimulus for personal Bible study or as an evangelistic tool.

In these lessons, David Gooding gives a comprehensive overview of ten main features 
of the tabernacle, bringing them to life with insightful commentary and illustrations to 
accompany the biblical text. Highlighting the links between the Old and New Testaments, 
he also shows how the apostles used the tabernacle to explain the person of Christ.

New features of this edition include:

Large, full-colour photographs of David Gooding’s tabernacle model to illustrate the 
lessons
Revised text to ensure that the content is relevant for all ages
Lesson objectives to guide teaching
Full Bible quotations to allow immediate consultation of the text

A variety of other tabernacle resources can be watched, read or listened to on our website: 
myrtlefieldhouse.com

The Myrtlefield Trust
2020
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Introduction

INTRODUCTION
Teach the tabernacle? In the modern world such a proposal might sound absurd, unrealis-
tic. Understandably so, when the chapters of the Bible which describe it seem, at first sight, 
to contain nothing but long lists of obscure details about an ancient building. Just the very 
kind of thing to bore your classes stiff!

But there’s no denying it would be different from other normal run-of-the-mill lessons. 
What’s more, the lessons which one would normally use the tabernacle to convey are not 
some remote matters of ancient history, but the straightforward, basic doctrines of the 
Christian faith, of which the tabernacle is a God-given and brilliant illustration. 

Of course, if one wants to, one can take it further; for instance, one can put the tabernacle 
into its historical context, and link it up with whatever the class knows of ancient history—
or with the history of art. More important still, it helps class and teacher alike to see the link 
between the Old Testament and the New in a manner that needn’t be complicated or boring.

And then look at the splendid opportunity it offers for the use of visual aids. There are 
available nowadays presentations, large pictures, models, construction kits for children to 
make their own models, and sets of smaller pictures which younger children can colour.

This book, then, is for the teacher. Its illustrations will allow the teacher immediately 
to visualize what the tabernacle and its furniture looked like. The lessons, too, are for the 
teacher. They are not written with any particular age-group in mind, nor are they offered as 
containing each one the precise amount of material necessary for one lesson in class. They 
offer rather the raw material which teachers can adapt for themselves according to their 
own ideas and the needs of different classes.

David Gooding
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The Tabernacle

LESSON 1

THE TABERNACLE
Key verse
And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. (Exodus 25:8)

Aims of the lesson
To learn why God asked the Israelites to build the tabernacle.
To understand how God dwells with his people today, and intends to dwell with 
them eternally.

Description of the tabernacle
Exodus 26:1–37

Lead in
Have you ever gone camping or slept in a tent? This first lesson is about the tent God 
used when he went camping, and the reason why God went camping.
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MAIN IDEAS FROM THE PAST

God’s desire to dwell with his people
When the Israelites escaped from Egypt they had to take a long journey through a desert to get to 
the land God promised to give them, and on the way they had to live in tents. God loved them and 
wanted to be so near to them that they would know he was really with them. So he asked them to 
make him a tent and to put it right in the middle with all their own tents around it. Then he came 
and dwelt in that tent, and travelled all through the desert with them, protecting, guiding and 
blessing them.

Apply the idea

God loves us in the same way. He wants us to let him guide us and travel with us all the way through life.

IMAGE
TO BE 
REPLACED
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The Tabernacle

Jesus called the temple ‘my Father’s house’
Later on in history God had other houses in which he lived among his people: Solomon’s temple 
(1 Kings 6–7); the temple built by Ezra and Nehemiah; the temple built by Herod the Great, which was 
the one to which the Lord Jesus went and in which he taught when he was on earth. The Lord Jesus 
loved the temple and called it ‘my Father’s house’ (John 2:16). He would not allow anyone to defile it 
by bringing sinful practices into it.

Heaven as God’s home
The Lord Jesus also called heaven ‘my Father’s house’ (John 14:2). So the tabernacle with its beautiful 
colours and gold and silver helps us to think about how beautiful heaven is. God wants to take us to 
his home in heaven; but he warns us that ‘nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does 
what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life’ (Revelation 21:27).
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MAIN IDEAS FOR THE PRESENT

God does not dwell in houses now
The contrast emphasized by the New Testament for the 
present age is: ‘Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses 
made by hands’ (Acts 7:48). At the present time God dwells 
in the hearts of those who trust him and wherever Chris-
tians meet together in the name of the Lord Jesus.

God dwells in the hearts of those who trust him
The Lord Jesus said, ‘If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to 
him and make our home with him’ (John 14:23). The Apos-
tle Paul said to the Christians at Corinth, ‘Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God?’ (1 Corinthians 6:19).

Apply the idea

The Lord Jesus wants us to make him a home in our hearts, 

but he will not force an entrance. If we want him to enter, we 

must open the door and let him in. He says, ‘Behold, I stand at 

the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 

door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me’ 

(Revelation 3:20).

God dwells wherever Christians meet together 
in the name of the Lord Jesus
The Lord Jesus said, ‘For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I among them’ (Matthew 18:20).

Apply the idea

We should always take every opportunity of meeting with 

other Christians to pray and praise. We should not neglect 

‘to meet together, as is the habit of some’ (Hebrews 10:25).

Our future dwelling
When the Lord Jesus left his disciples and went back to 
heaven he said, ‘In my Father’s house are many rooms. If 
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also’ (John 14:2–3).

Apply the idea

God wants us to be with him forever. If we make Christ a home 

in our hearts now, when he comes again he will take us to his 

Father’s home in heaven. 
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The altar of sacrifice

LESSON 2

THE ALTAR OF 
SACRIFICE

Key verse
Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29)

Aims of the lesson
To learn why God asked the Israelites to put an altar of sacrifice in the tabernacle.
To understand how God deals with sin today.

Description of the altar
Exodus 27:1–8

Position of the altar
Exodus 40:29

Lead in
Look at the picture of the tabernacle with all the tents around it. Ask everyone to 
imagine what it would be like to live in these tents. Point out the beautiful colours 
on the gate of the tabernacle, and suggest that everyone would be eager to find their 
way into God’s beautiful home and to come near to God. So start on the way, pass 
through the gate, and the first thing you see is the altar of sacrifice. What is it for?
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MAIN IDEAS FROM THE PAST

The reality of sin and the need to be forgiven
The altar of sacrifice reminded the people that they had sinned and needed forgiveness before 
they could enter God’s home.

Illustrate the idea

People put a doormat at the door of their houses; when we see it, it reminds us to look at our shoes and 

see if they are muddy and, if they are, to wipe them before we enter. So God put this altar at the gate to 

remind the people that they were dirty and unclean through sin, and must be cleansed before they could 

enter his home.

If we have done something wrong, and disobeyed our parents or teacher, or not followed our employer’s 

instructions, we feel afraid to meet them until it is forgiven. It is the same with God.

If we have got into debt, we are in danger of never again being free to do what we want until the debt is 

paid. In the past, people would be sent to prison unless the debt was paid. The Bible says that sin is debt. 

Not until the debt of our sin is paid, can we have peace with God, or enter heaven at last.

Consult the text

‘A certain money-lender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they 

could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?’ Simon answered, 

‘The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.’ And he said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ 

Then turning towards the woman he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you 

gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You 

gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my 

head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, 

are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.’ (Luke 7:41–47; see also Mat-

thew 18:21–35)

The love of God and his hatred of sin
The altar of sacrifice showed that God loved the people though he hated their sin. In Romans 6:23 
Paul states that ‘the wages of sin is death.’ The people had deserved these wages. But God allowed 
them to bring a lamb which died instead of them, so that they could be forgiven. Consider what 
happened when someone brought a lamb for a sin-offering:

The Lamb must be without blemish—the innocent was to die for the guilty.
The person had to lay a hand on the head of the lamb and then it was killed—they admitted 
that it was for their sins personally that the lamb died.

Consult the text

If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he shall bring a female without blemish and lay his 

hand on the head of the sin offering and kill it for a sin offering in the place where they kill the burnt 

offering. Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the 

horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. And all its 

fat he shall remove as the fat of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice of peace offerings, and the priest 

shall burn it on the altar, on top of the LORD’s food offerings. And the priest shall make atonement for him 

for the sin which he has committed, and he shall be forgiven. (Leviticus 4:32–35)
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MAIN IDEAS FOR THE PRESENT

The contrast between the Old Testament sacrifice 
of animals and the sacrifice of Christ
Many of the Israelites came diligently because they were convicted 
of their sins before God and were seeking his forgiveness. They 
brought the prescribed animal sacrifice, laid their hand on its head 
and confessed their sinfulness. But this could not give the worship-
per complete forgiveness. 

Consult the text

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and 

offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 

... And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all’. (Hebrews 10:4–5, 10)

Why is it impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins? Well, animals don’t go to bed with a bad conscience! They 
know nothing about sin. We humans have a conscience. That is the 
glory of a human being and yet the tremendous burden. So the Old 
Testament sacrifices were only illustrations of what Christ would 
do when he came.

Illustrate the idea

The relation between the Old Testament sacrifices and the sacrifice of 

Christ can be illustrated by thinking about toy money and real money. 

Everybody knows that toy money is not real, that it will not pay real 

debts. But it is a useful thing for teaching children the idea of cost and 

value and payment. It prepares them for the function of real money. So 

the Old Testament lambs prepared people to understand why the Lamb 

of God had to come and die.

The contrast between the constantly repeated offering of 
the Old Testament sacrifices, and the sacrifice of Christ 
which was offered once and never has to be re-offered
The ancient Jewish priests were required to stand daily at that altar 
offering sacrifices of animals. Their work was a drudgery, for in the 
end those sacrifices could not take away sins. They were only sym-
bols pointing forward to the great sacrifice of Christ that he offered 
once. He doesn’t have to offer it again and so he has sat down at the 
right hand of God offering complete forgiveness to all who believe.

Consult the text

And every [Jewish] priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly 

the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when Christ 

had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of God. (Hebrews 10:11–12)



17

The altar of sacrifice



18

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD

The reasons the sacrifice of Christ does not need to be re-offered

The offering was itself perfect
Christ does not need to keep on offering himself as the one sacrifice. He is forever finished with the 
process of offering.

Consult the text

For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for 

the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered him-

self without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. (Hebrews 9:13–14)

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Consequently, when Christ came into the 

world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt 

offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.’ Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O 

God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’ When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken 

pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings’ (these are offered according to the 

law), then he added, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will.’ He does away with the first in order to establish the 

second. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

(Hebrews 10:4–10)

The offering perfects those whom it sanctifies 
When you put your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Redeemer, your sub-
stitute and Saviour, your conscience is cleansed and you may know that you are 
ready to stand in the very presence of God.

Consult the text

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

(Hebrews 10:14)

When you have full forgiveness, you do not need any more offerings
Christ’s one offering avails for the whole of life, in view of the one final judgment. 
Therefore God can offer to the repentant sinner a forgiveness for the whole of life.

Consult the text

He adds, ‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’ Where there is 

forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:17–18)

Just as there is only one judgment, 
so Christ needed to be offered only once
The Bible tells us that God does not hold court every day of the week. He says 
there is only one judgment, and it comes after death. Christ’s death upon the 
cross has already happened so he has already cleared the page of God’s judgment 
book on our behalf.

Consult the text

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgement, so 

Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not 

to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. (Hebrews 9:27–28)
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Fleeing to the altar for refuge
The question will arise: if Christ has died for the sins of the world, is everyone automatically forgiven? 
The answer, of course, is no. Only those who repent and trust Christ are forgiven. 

Illustrate the idea

The need to come to Christ and trust him can be illustrated by the use of the altar as a place of refuge. A man 

who had accidentally killed someone, or had offended the king and now repented of it, could flee to the altar 

in the tabernacle (or later in the temple) and take hold of its horns. He would be safe there; but if he did not flee 

to it for refuge, he was subject to execution.

Consult the text

And Adonijah feared Solomon. So he arose and went and took hold of the horns of the altar. Then it was told 

Solomon, ‘Behold, Adonijah fears King Solomon, for behold, he has laid hold of the horns of the altar, saying, 

“Let King Solomon swear to me first that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.”’ And Solomon 

said, ‘If he will show himself a worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the earth, but if wickedness is found 

in him, he shall die.’ So King Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he came and paid 

homage to King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, ‘Go to your house.’ (1 Kings 1:50–53)
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The laver

LESSON 3

THE LAVER
Key verses
He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour. (Titus 3:5–6)

Aims of the lesson
To consider the seriousness of spiritual defilement.
To understand the role of daily cleansing in the life of a believer.
To grasp the difference between cleansing by blood and cleansing by water.

Description of the laver
Exodus 30:17–21; 38:8. In the ESV, the laver is called the basin.

Position of the laver
Exodus 40:30–32

Lead in
Stress the importance of cleanliness and of washing. We need to wash away not 
only dirt we can see but also germs we cannot see. The danger of germ carrying can 
be observed in outbreaks of food-poisoning and many diseases that occur through 
people handling food without first washing their hands. So it is clear to see that dirt 
can lead to death. 

Then continue with the idea that everyone is pretending to be living in the tents 
around the tabernacle, and they want to come to God. They have come in through 
the gate, passed the altar, and now they arrive at the laver.
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MAIN IDEAS FROM THE PAST

The need for cleansing
The laver was filled with water. When men became priests they had to bathe all over; and every time 
after that, when they came into the tabernacle to serve God, they first had to wash their hands and feet. 
The laver reminds us that we are all unclean. Our hands are unclean through doing wrong things. Our 
lips are unclean through speaking wrong things. And before we can serve God we must be cleansed. 

Consult the text

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a 

pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. (Psalm 24:3–4)

The laver also reminds us that though we have made ourselves unclean, God has made provision for 
our cleansing. We can think, for example, of David’s prayer for cleansing.

Consult the text

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. (Psalm 51:7)



23

The laver

MAIN IDEAS FOR THE PRESENT

The contrast between physical defilement and spiritual defilement
The Pharisees were always very careful about washing their hands before eating, and complained 
to the Lord Jesus that his disciples were eating bread without first washing their hands (Matthew 
15:1–20). Notice what the Lord Jesus said about spiritual defilement: that it is much more serious than 
physical defilement; and that it comes, not from outside, but from inside.

Consult the text

The Lord Jesus said, ‘it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; 

this defiles a person.... For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 

witness, slander. These are what defile a person.’ (Matthew 15:11, 19–20)

Illustrate the idea

We cannot see germs and viruses with the naked eye, but they can infect our bodies and make us ill. When we 

lie, steal or hate, those actions infect us, even though we cannot see them. When people quarrel, the happy 

atmosphere is spoiled and becomes tense and gloomy. When we nurse spite and revenge and envy in our 

hearts, it makes us sour inside and can injure our health.



24

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD

The contrast between cleansing by water and cleansing by the Holy Spirit
Water can only cleanse our bodies; it cannot reach our hearts, which the Lord Jesus says are the source 
of our spiritual defilement. To cleanse our hearts from spiritual defilement we need a spiritual power, 
as the Apostle Peter discovered.

Consult the text

And I [Peter] remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be bap-

tized with the Holy Spirit.’ (Acts 11:16)

In his experience of conversion and regeneration, Paul is an example of someone whose heart was 
cleansed by the Holy Spirit. This can be seen from his own description of himself to Titus when he 
says: what kind of man he was before he was saved (3:3); the principle of salvation: ‘not because of 
works done by us in righteousness’ (3:5); and the power that cleansed him: ‘the washing of regenera-
tion and renewal of the Holy Spirit’ (3:5).

Consult the text

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing 

our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness and loving 

kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 

according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 

out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:3–7)

How we receive the Holy Spirit
We receive the Holy Spirit when we trust in the Lord Jesus. We can see this in the experience of the 
centurion Cornelius.

Consult the text

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. (Acts 10:44)

The greatest illustration of the cleansing that takes place once and for all at conversion, and of the 
constant cleansing that takes place after that, is the story of Christ’s washing of his disciples’ feet. As 
we read it, we should pay attention to the difference between ‘being bathed all over’ (at conversion) 
and ‘washing the feet’ (daily by the word of God applied to our lives by the Holy Spirit).

Consult the text

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 

Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when the devil 

had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father 

had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from 

supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it round his waist. Then he poured water into 

a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped round him. He 

came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, do you wash my feet?’ Jesus answered him, ‘What I am doing you 

do not understand now, but afterwards you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You shall never wash my feet.’ 

Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my 

feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘The one who has bathed does not need to wash, 

except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.’ For he knew who was 

to betray him; that was why he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ (John 13:1–11)
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The difference between cleansing by water and cleansing by blood
Some people find it difficult to see the difference between cleansing by blood and cleansing by water. 
It will help everyone to understand the lesson more clearly if we consider the following. In the taber-
nacle court there were two vessels: the altar, which provided cleansing by blood; and the laver, which 
provided cleansing by water. The New Testament also speaks of both kinds of cleansing.

Consult the text

The blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7)

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 

washing of water with the word. (Ephesians 5:25–26)

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean [i.e. with blood] from 

an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:22)

Illustrate the idea

A notorious criminal murders a man in a drunken brawl. Suppose the president grants him a pardon. The man 

will then escape the penalty of the law and will go free. But if he is ever to be fit to live with the president in the 

president’s home as his friend, he will need more than pardon. He will need to have his character changed and 

to be cleansed from his evil and dirty habits. 

So Christ by his blood brings us forgiveness; and also by the power of the Holy Spirit he cleanses us, 
gives us new life and a new nature and fights within us the daily battle against sin.

Consult the text

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 

grace. (Ephesians 1:7)

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly 

from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the 

living and abiding word of God; for ‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass 

withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains for ever.’ And this word is the good news that was 

preached to you. (1 Peter 1:22–25)

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against 

the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 

doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. (Galatians 5:16–18)
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The incense altar

LESSON 4

THE INCENSE 
ALTAR

Key verse
Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. (Hebrews 7:25)

Aims of the lesson
To understand how sinful people can have their prayers heard by God.
To discover what it means for Christ to be our high priest and intercessor.

Description of the incense altar
Exodus 30:1–10

Lead in
When we love someone, we love to talk to them, to tell them all we have been doing 
and what we hope to do, and to seek their advice. So God loves us to talk to him—
and this talking to God we call prayer.

Point out where the incense altar stood. It stood in front of the veil, which, in 
turn, hung in front of God’s throne, the ark and mercy seat. The priests stood at this 
altar when they talked to God in prayer.



28

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD

MAIN IDEAS FROM THE PAST

How Israel’s prayers ascended to God
When the people prayed, their representative, the priest, used to offer incense on the incense altar. 
This was what Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, was doing when the angel appeared to him 
and said, ‘your prayer has been heard’ (Luke 1:8–23). 

The idea of offering incense was that the people were sinful and could not ask God for anything 
on the ground of their own merit. So they offered their prayer to God surrounded, so to speak, by 
clouds of sweet-smelling incense, so that their prayer might come in to God amid the fragrance of 
the incense. We can see something similar happening in the scene at the incense altar in the book of 
Revelation.

Consult the text

And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer 

with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the 

prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. Then the angel took the censer and filled it 

with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, 

and an earthquake. (Revelation 8:3–5)
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The high priest’s intercession
Though all the people could pray to God at any time, they had a special priest, called the high priest, to 
represent them before God. When he went to pray to God for the people, he wore on his breast a breast-
plate in which there were twelve precious stones, and on each stone there was written a name of one of 
the twelve tribes of Israel (Exodus 28:15–29); so that he carried their names on his heart before God.

Order of stones on the high priest’s breastplate

Row 1: Emerald, chrysolite, and carnelian 

Row 2: Moonstone, sapphire, and turquoise 

Row 3: Amethyst, agate, and jacinth 

Row 4: Jasper, onyx and beryl 

Note: The stones are here listed in the order they would have appeared on the high priest’s breastplate. Since 

Hebrew readers read text from right to left, when listed in English translations they appear back to front.

The Israelite encampment (Numbers 2:1–3:39)
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How our prayers are heard by God
We have no more merit than the Israelites had. We cannot claim answers to our prayers on the ground 
of our merit, any more than they could. But we can offer our prayers ‘in the name of the Lord Jesus’, as 
the Lord Jesus told us to, so that our prayers come before God and are heard by him and are granted 
because of the merit of the Lord Jesus.

Consult the text

The Lord Jesus said: ‘Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy 

may be full.’ (John 16:24)

How the Lord Jesus can intercede for us
Christians have a high priest to pray for them, just like the Israelites did. But the Christians’ high priest 
is not a mere man on earth, subject to weakness and death, but the Son of God himself (Hebrews 7:23–
28). Because he ever lives, ‘he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
him’ (Hebrews 7:25).

At the same time he is a real man, who once lived on this earth and was tempted in all points like 
we are, yet without sin. This means he understands what it means for us to be tempted, and this makes 
him a sympathetic and merciful high priest to whom we may come fearlessly at any time.

Consult the text

For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the 

law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect for ever. (Hebrews 7:28)

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 

fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near 

to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:14–16)
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The double purpose of our Lord’s intercession
Purpose 1: He prays for us to maintain our faith so that nothing shall be able to break our faith and 
separate us from the love of God. Consider the example of the Apostle Peter. Though he fell under 
temptation his faith did not fail, because Christ had prayed for him.

Consult the text

Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for 

you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers. (Luke 22:31–32)

Purpose 2: He prays for us as our Advocate when we fall and sin, so that God does not reject us. There-
fore, we can come directly to the Lord Jesus in prayer at any time and in any place, and find mercy and 
grace to help in time of need. So, as Hebrews 4:16 encourages us to do, ‘Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace.’

Consult the text

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 

also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1–2)

Illustrate the idea

Describe how an advocate pleads for a defendant in a law court. An earthly advocate tries to minimize the 

seriousness of his client’s offence, and to make as many excuses as he can for him or her. This isn’t the case with 

Christ our Advocate. He is ‘the righteous’. He never tries to minimize our sin. He can admit the worst, since his 

sacrifice is sufficient to atone for it all. Nor does he have to plead our merit; for the basis of our forgiveness is 

not our merit, but his sacrifice.

Apply the idea

Notice the assurance of salvation that our Lord’s intercession brings to the believer. To consider this further, read 

the words of Paul about our Lord’s intercession in Romans 8:31–39 and our Lord’s intercessory prayer in John 17.
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LESSON 5

THE VEIL
Key verses
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. And behold, 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, 
and the rocks were split. (Matthew 27:50–51)

Aims of the lesson
To understand the role of the veil in letting people near God while keeping them out 
of his immediate presence.
To see that the Lord Jesus’ humanity functioned in the same way as the veil by 
allowing people to get close to God.
To realize that because the veil is now torn open we can have full access to God’s 
presence.

Description and function of the veil
Exodus 26:31–35

Lead in
Return to the idea of a journey from outside in towards the presence of God. So far 
we have come through the gate, passed the altar of sacrifice, then the laver, then 
through the door into the Holy Place to the incense altar. But now as we attempt 
to move forward, we find the way barred by a wall of linen, brilliantly coloured 
with blue, purple and scarlet, on which are woven figures of mighty angels called 
cherubim. This wall of linen is called the veil. Note especially the position of the veil 
between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.
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The veil served a double purpose

The first purpose was to keep people out from the presence of God
The cherubim on the veil remind us of what happened in the garden of Eden. When Adam and Eve 
sinned, God drove them out of the garden and placed the cherubim and the flame of a sword to guard 
the way to the tree of life. So in the tabernacle people were not allowed to come into the immediate 
presence of God. The way into the Holiest was not yet made plain (Hebrews 9:6–8). There are several 
reasons for this:

The first reason is God’s indignation against sin. His righteousness demands that sin be banished 
and punished (Romans 1:18).
Second, while the debt of their sin remained unpaid, humans could not bear to be in the presence 
of God.

Illustrate the idea

We can relate to this in our own experience of the feeling of shame. When we have done something very 

bad, and it is discovered and exposed in front of other people, we feel so ashamed that we wish we could 

run away and hide. So if we appeared before God with our sins unforgiven, the light of God’s presence 

would make us so ashamed that we could not live. This was true of the experience of even a holy man like 

Isaiah the prophet.

Consult the text

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his 

robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and 

with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the 

LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!’ And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of 

him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 

hosts!’ Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: ‘Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, 

and your sin atoned for.’ (Isaiah 6:1–7)
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The sacrifices of animals could never take away sins and could never satisfy anyone’s conscience that 
their sins had been all completely forgiven. So men were never sure that they were fit to enter God’s 
presence either in the tabernacle or in heaven.

Consult the text

For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can 

never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. Oth-

erwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshippers, having once been cleansed, would 

no longer have any consciousness of sins? But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is 

impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. (Hebrews 10:1–4)

The second purpose of the veil was to allow people to come into the Holy Place
If there had been no veil, the priests would not have dared to enter even the Holy Place; for with no 
veil separating the two compartments, the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place would have been one, 
and anyone entering the Holy Place would have been at once in the immediate presence of God. So 
God had the veil put in position to screen the Most Holy Place so that they could come into the Holy 
Place, to the lampstand, the table and the incense altar and enjoy these lovely things and find out 
as much about God as possible, and come as near as possible. And as they looked at the veil with its 
beautiful colours, blue, purple and scarlet, and the cherubim, they could begin to learn something of 
God’s holiness and beauty.

The New Testament counterpart
Hebrews 10:20 indicates that the veil in the tabernacle found a counterpart in the flesh, that is the 
humanity of Christ. So the tabernacle and the veil can be used as an illustration of what happened 
when our Lord was on earth. Just as God’s presence was screened by the veil, so ‘in [Christ] the whole 
fullness of deity dwells bodily’ (Colossians 2:9). And just as priests could come near and look at the 
beautiful veil behind which was God’s presence, so when men and women came near Christ, looked 
into his face and watched his deeds and heard his words, they could see what God was like.

We must emphasize, however, that Christ’s life could not save us. Many people wrongly imagine that 
if we admire Christ’s life and try to imitate it, this will gain us entry to heaven. Like the veil, Christ’s 
life, being so sinless and beautiful, simply shows us how sinful and unclean we are; it therefore served 
to bar our way to heaven. Unless we could come up to his standard, his life would condemn us as unfit 
for God’s presence. This leads us to the necessity of Christ’s death, and so to the next stage of the lesson.
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The veil has been removed
The main contrast is that for the Christian the veil has been completely removed and the way into 
God’s presence has been opened. We can see this when we contrast two passages in Hebrews.

Consult the text

These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section, performing their ritual 

duties, but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood, 

which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people. By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the 

way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still standing. (Hebrews 9:6–8)

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 

living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest 

over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 

clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:19–22)

Pay attention to what happened when Christ finished the work of suffering for sin. In Christ’s day 
it was not the tabernacle but a great and glorious temple, called Herod’s temple, that was in use in 
Jerusalem. But like the tabernacle it too had a veil. It was this veil that was torn down by God. The 
tearing of the veil was an exceedingly significant act.

Consult the text

And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple was 

torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. (Matthew 27:50–51)
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The veil was torn in two only after Christ died
The tearing of the veil did not happen when Christ was preaching, nor when he was doing miracles, 
but when he died. It was because he died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15:3); and because he completely 
finished the work of suffering the wrath of God against sin and God was satisfied with his sacrifice, 
God tore down the veil to show that for those who trust Christ the way into his presence is completely 
open. Study the flow of the argument in Hebrews 10:11–22 and notice the connection between Christ’s 
perfect sacrifice and our boldness to enter the Holiest.

Consult the text

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away 

sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 

waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after 

saying, ‘This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on 

their hearts, and write them on their minds’, then he adds, ‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no 

more.’ Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. Therefore, brothers, since we 

have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for 

us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 

draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 

and our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:11–22)

What it means for us to enter the Holiest
When you are talking about the earthly tabernacle, and the rending of the literal veil in Herod’s 
temple, some may think that for us to enter the Holiest means to enter church. So it is important to 
point out that ‘Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true 
things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf ’ (Hebrews 9:24). 
Likewise for us, boldness to enter into the Holiest through the veil means that we are able to enter in 
mind, thought and spirit into God’s presence in heaven, and to be utterly sure that our sins have been 
forgiven and that God accepts us.

Apply the idea

If those who trust Christ already have freedom and boldness to enter God’s presence in spirit now because of 

Christ’s perfect sacrifice, there can be no uncertainty about their going to heaven when they die. We can know 

the assurance of God’s welcome in the words of sacred Scripture, ‘since we have confidence to enter the holy 

places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us ... let us draw near’  (Hebrews 

10:19–20, 22).
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LESSON 6

THE ARK AND 
THE MERCY SEAT

Key verse
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16)

Aims of the lesson
To understand the role of the old covenant in showing us what God is like.
To notice the key differences between the old and new covenants.

Lead in
Every earthly king has a throne. Every government has to have laws. Talk about the 
need for laws and what happens when people break them. If we were going to meet 
a president or a king, we would need to know how we were to approach him or her. 
In this lesson we are to learn how to approach God. In the tabernacle the Most Holy 
Place was God’s throne room, and the piece of furniture standing there was God’s 
throne. There were two parts to it: the ark and the mercy seat.

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT

The ark was an oblong chest covered inside and out with gold. In it were kept the two 
tables of stone on which were written the Ten Commandments. These were God’s 
laws. They are called the old covenant.

Description of the ark of the covenant
Exodus 25:10–16

Position of the ark of the covenant
Exodus 26:33–34

THE MERCY SEAT

The mercy seat was a slab of solid gold. Upon it sat two golden cherubim, one on each 
end with wings stretched toward each other, overshadowing the mercy seat. From 
here God spoke his commands and gave his guidance to the Israelites. Here, too, 
the high priest came to meet with God once a year on the great Day of Atonement.

Description of the mercy seat
Exodus 25:17–22
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What the law of God teaches us
From the old covenant we learn how holy God is. We learn this from the laws of that covenant, the 
Ten Commandments. This is not an easy lesson to put across. Many people have the idea that God’s 
law is like a school examination: if they manage to keep seventy percent of it, they imagine they have 
done very well and God will be pleased with them; just as a teacher would be pleased with a child who 
scored seventy percent in an examination. This is not only wrong, but dangerous. If we never learn 
how holy God’s law is, we will never realize our need of salvation. We will always hope that if we do 
our best to keep God’s law, we will enter heaven at last. The New Testament’s statements about the 
law will help to make this clear.

How the New Testament explains the law
Offending in one point brings us under the law’s curse
If we break only one of God’s laws once, we have fallen short of perfection, we have sinned. If this at 
first seems unfair some illustrations might help to show that this must be so.

Illustrate the idea

If a crane is lifting a heavy load by means of a big chain and all the links in the chain break, the load will fall. 

But will the load fall if only one link breaks? Yes, of course the load will still fall even if only one link in the chain 

breaks.

A man is being chased by a lion, and he comes to a very deep chasm fifteen feet wide and one hundred feet 

deep. He tries to jump across the chasm. Suppose he manages to jump over the entire distance except for the 

last foot. What happens? One foot is not much compared with the other fourteen. But to miss by one foot is as 

fatal as to miss by five feet or ten feet.

Consult the text

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. (James 2:10)

The law tells us what we are like in comparison to God

Consult the text

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge 

of sin. (Romans 3:20)

This is difficult to get across because people naturally think that God gave us the law so that we should 
keep it in order to win acceptance with God. 

Illustrate the idea

We can illustrate the purpose and function of the law, as stated in Romans 3:20, by comparing the law with a 

thermometer. When we are ill the doctor uses a thermometer to find out our temperature and to show us how ill 

we are. But no one swallows a thermometer in order to get better.

So God’s law exposes our sin and shows us how sinful we are, so that we will repent and receive Christ 
as Saviour. To try to win salvation by keeping God’s law is like swallowing the thermometer in order 
to get better. Really it is worse. It makes out that Christ’s death was unnecessary: ‘for if righteousness 
were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose’ (Galatians 2:21).
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The great contrast is between the old covenant and the new covenant. 
The difference between these two covenants is so vital to a proper under-
standing of Christianity that you would do well to study the major pas-
sages in the New Testament that deal with the subject (e.g. Hebrews 
8:6–13; 10:14–18; 2 Corinthians 3; Galatians 3:10–29). Here, for the pur-
poses of this lesson, is a survey of the institution, benefits and terms of 
the new covenant.

The institution of the new covenant
At the last supper, on the eve of his crucifixion, Christ announced to his 
apostles that by his death he was about to establish the new covenant.

Consult the text

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 

‘Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 

for many for the forgiveness of sins’. (Matthew 26:27–28)

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in remem-

brance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, 

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23–26)

The benefits of the new covenant
In contrast with the old covenant which condemns us, the new covenant 
brings us forgiveness, life and holiness.

Consult the text

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, ‘This 

is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: 

I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds’, then he 

adds, ‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’ Where 

there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. (Hebrews 

10:14–18)

Such is the confidence that we have through Christ towards God. Not that we 

are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our suffi-

ciency is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new cov-

enant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 

life ... Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. 

For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:4–6, 17–18)
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The terms of the new covenant
In Galatians, Paul explains that it was Christ who would receive the inheritance God promised to 
Abraham (Genesis 15, 22). And in Hebrews we are told that the Lord Jesus has become the mediator 
of the new covenant that was promised through Jeremiah the prophet (Jeremiah 31).

Consult the text

To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has 

been ratified. Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, ‘And to offsprings’, 

referring to many, but referring to one, ‘And to your offspring’, who is Christ. This is what I mean: the law, which 

came 430 years afterwards, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise 

void. For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a 

promise. Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom 

the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary. Now an intermediary 

implies more than one, but God is one. (Galatians 3:15–20)

But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he medi-

ates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would 

have been no occasion to look for a second. For he finds fault with them when he says: ‘Behold, the days are 

coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 

Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, 

declares the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 

Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people. And they shall not teach, each one his neighbour and each one his brother, saying, “Know the 

Lord”, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will be merciful towards their iniq-

uities, and I will remember their sins no more.’ In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. 

And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. (Hebrews 8:6–13)
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The difference between the old and new covenants
The difference in the terms of the two covenants is legal and technical, but it can be illustrated simply:

This does not mean, of course, that all the world is automatically saved. People can still choose to 
reject Christ and his gifts, if they please. But we have nothing to do to earn or merit the benefits of his 
covenant. For this reason God’s throne is called the throne of grace, and we are exhorted to approach 
it with confidence.

Old covenant—a two-party covenant
In the old covenant God had his part to do, and 
the people had theirs. The people had to keep the 
law and God was then to bless the people. But, of 
course, the people failed to keep the law and so 
broke the covenant. And so God rejected them.

Consult the text

Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, 

when I will establish a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not 

like the covenant that I made with their fathers on 

the day when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not con-

tinue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern 

for them, declares the Lord. (Hebrews 8:8–9)

Illustrate the idea

Take two men, a farmer and a builder. The farmer 

wants the builder to build him a house. The builder 

says it will cost £200,000. So they make an agree-

ment, or covenant. And both have equally a part 

to fulfil. The builder has to build the house, and the 

farmer has to pay £200,000. If the builder does 

not build the house, he does not get the money; 

and if the farmer does not pay the £200,000, 

he does not get the house. So it was with the old 

covenant.

New covenant—a one-party covenant
The new covenant is sometimes called a testa-
ment, or will. In it Christ does everything: he 
bore the curse of the broken law for us; he gives 
us forgiveness, and his Holy Spirit writes God’s 
laws on our hearts and gradually makes us holy. 

Consult the text

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed 

is everyone who is hanged on a tree’. (Galatians 

3:13)

‘This is the covenant that I will make with them after 

those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on 

their hearts, and write them on their minds’, then 

he adds, ‘I will remember their sins and their law-

less deeds no more.’ Where there is forgiveness 

of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

(Hebrews 10:16–18)

Illustrate the idea

A man makes a will in which he leaves £10,000 

to his nephew. Only the man has a part to fulfil: he 

does all the giving. The nephew has nothing to ful-

fil: he simply receives the £10,000 as a gift—that 

is, if he wants it. If not, he can refuse it. So it is with 

the new covenant.
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LESSON 7

THE HIGH PRIEST
AND THE DAY OF 
ATONEMENT

Key verse
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgement, but has passed from death to life.
(John 5:24)

Aims of the lesson
To follow the journey of the high priest on the Day of Atonement.
To understand the three stages of the Lord’s appearing.

Lead in
One day we shall all have to stand before God’s throne. Will he accept us and 
welcome us into his home and heaven? Or will he reject us because we have sinned? 
Of course, we all hope he will accept us. But can we be sure? Yes! The Lord Jesus 
has told us how we can be sure that we shall not come into judgment. And God in 
his kindness wants us to understand the way to come to him acceptably. So in the 
tabernacle he has given us a beautiful illustration of this. The Most Holy Place was 
God’s throne room, and the ark and mercy seat formed his throne. It is a picture of 
God’s throne in heaven. Once a year the high priest was invited by God to enter the 
Most Holy Place and meet God. We are going to learn what preparations he had to 
make and what he had to do when he entered God’s presence.

In the first part of this lesson, we want simply to retell what happened on the Day of 
Atonement. The ceremonies are described in detail in Leviticus 16. To appreciate all 
that was happening, you should read through the whole chapter and note the main 
features. You will also find it helpful to familiarize yourself with the letter to the 
Hebrews, especially 9:11–10:22. There we find the similarities and contrasts between 
what the Jewish high priest did on the Day of Atonement and what our Lord has 
done.



48

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD

MAIN IDEAS FROM THE PAST

When God invited the high priest to come into his presence on behalf of the people he gave instructions 
for what the high priest was to bring as a sacrifice: first for himself and then for the people. 

The sacrifice for the high priest
The high priest first offered a sacrifice for his own sins.

Consult the text

Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for himself and for his house... 

Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. 

He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before 

the Lord, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil and put the incense 

on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so 

that he does not die. And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of 

the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger 

seven times. (Leviticus 16:6, 11–13)

Here there is a very important contrast with Christ. He was sinless and had no need to offer a sacrifice 
for himself.

Consult the text

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, 

and exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own 

sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. For the law appoints 

men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who 

has been made perfect for ever. (Hebrews 7:26–28)

Order of events on the Day of Atonement (Locations of events shown above)

1. The high priest offered a bull as a sacrifice for his own sins

2. The high priest entered the Holy Place, and placed incense in the incense altar

3. The high priest took the blood of the bull into the Most Holy Place for his own sins
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The sacrifice for the people
The first appearance of the high priest
The high priest came out of the presence of God into the court where everybody could see him, 
approached the altar of sacrifice and in the sight of all the people offered a goat as a sacrifice for their sins.

Consult the text

Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its 

blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. (Leviticus 

16:15)

The second appearance of the high priest
This time he appeared, not before the people, but in the presence of God. That is, he took the blood of 
the goat that he had offered and brought it into the Most Holy Place and sprinkled ‘it over the mercy seat 
and in front of the mercy seat’ (Leviticus 16:15). So now trace his journey from the altar in the court, 
through the Holy Place, drawing aside the veil and entering the Most Holy Place.

The third appearance of the high priest
Having sprinkled the blood in the Most Holy Place, he retraced his steps, going out past the veil, through 
the Holy Place, to the altar of sacrifice. There he took another goat, put both his hands on its head and 
confessed over it all the sins of the people. Then the goat was taken out into the desert never to return.

Consult the text

And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present 

the live goat. And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities 

of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and 

send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. The goat shall bear all their iniquities 

on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness. (Leviticus 16:20–22)

4. The high priest choose between two goats, and offered a sacrifice for the sins of the nation

5. The high priest took the blood of the goat into the Most Holy Place for the sins of the nation

6. The high priest took the second goat, placed his hands on its head, and sent it into the wilderness
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The first appearance of our Lord
Our Lord came down from heaven to our earth where men and women could see him and at Calvary 
offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins. The difference between his sacrifice and those offered by the 
Jewish high priest is that they had to repeat their sacrifices every year, and some of them every day, 
but he only had to offer himself once.

Consult the text

He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the 

people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. (Hebrews 7:27)

Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his 

own, for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has 

appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. (Hebrews 9:25–26)

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away 

sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 

waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. (Hebrews 10:11–14)

The second appearance of our Lord
Just as the Jewish high priest took the blood of the sin offering into the Most Holy Place and sprinkled 
it upon and before the mercy seat, so our Lord after his death on the cross and his burial rose again 
and went back to heaven. 

Consult the text

He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his 

own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:12)

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into 

heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. (Hebrews 9:24)
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It is important to point out that, just as the Jewish high priest went into the presence of God as a 
representative of the people, and when God accepted him God was accepting the people whom he 
represented, so Christ has entered God’s presence on behalf of all who trust him. If God has accepted 
him (and there is no doubt he has) that means that God has accepted all who trust him.

Again, when it says that Christ entered heaven ‘with his own blood’, it does not mean, of course, 
that he took his literal and actual blood into heaven. The New Testament is using the picture language 
of the tabernacle. The Jewish high priest sprinkled the blood upon and before the mercy seat. What 
he was saying by this act was this: he was admitting that the people had broken God’s holy law, which 
was written on the tables of stone in the ark beneath the mercy seat. The penalty for breaking the 
law was death. The people therefore deserved to die. But their sacrifice had died for them; the blood 
was the symbol and token that the sacrifice had died and the penalty of the law had been carried out.

We have sinned as well. We deserve the penalty of God’s law. We deserve to be banished from 
God’s presence. How then can we meet God? The answer is that Christ has already died for us. He has 
already suffered the penalty of sin. Now he appears in the presence of God for us. God is satisfied with 
his sacrifice. The judgment of our sin has been fully suffered by Christ. God has therefore accepted 
Christ and, in accepting him, has accepted all who trust him. That is why the Lord Jesus says that 
those who trust him will not come into judgment. He has already suffered the judgment for them.

The third appearance of our Lord
When the Jewish high priest had sprinkled the blood in the Most Holy Place, he came out and appeared 
before the people again. So our Lord, having entered heaven, will one day come again. Unlike the high 
priest who then had to deal with the second goat for the sin offering, our Lord when he comes again 
will not have to offer any more sin offerings. He will come to save his people, that is, to redeem their 
bodies and take them to his Father’s home in heaven.

Consult the text

Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but 

to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. (Hebrews 9:28)

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our 

lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

(Philippians 3:20–21)
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LESSON 8

THE LAMPSTAND
Key verse
I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life. (John 8:12)

Aims of the lesson
To understand how the lampstand demonstrated God as the source of life and light.
To recognize different aspects of what it means that Jesus is the light of the world.
To grasp the link between the Holy Spirit and spiritual life.

Description of the lampstand
Exodus 25:31–40

Lead in
Consider physical light. What a wonderful thing it is. It makes it possible for us to 
see things. When we filter light through a prism we see that white light is made up of 
many colours. The colour we see in things is really in the light, and life is impossible 
without light.

There are also metaphorical uses of the words light and darkness: Mentally: We 
talk about ‘light’ on difficult problems. A problem is dark when we cannot ‘see’ 
through it. Emotionally: We talk about a dark tragedy (not a bright tragedy, etc.) 
Morally: We talk about a dark crime (not a bright crime). 

These thoughts lead us on to the lampstand in the tabernacle.
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The ornamentation of the lampstand
The lampstand was made to look as if it were a living tree. It had buds, 
blossoms and almonds both in its central stem and in its six branches. 
It had the three stages of life: bud—the potential of life; blossom—
the beauty of life; almond—the maturity of life. So the lampstand 
reminded the ancient Israelite of God, the great source of life.

The function of the lampstand
It carried the seven oil lamps that gave the light in the Holy Place. This 
reminded people that God, the source of life, is also the source of light. 
He is the source of physical light and of spiritual light. Those who 
deny the existence of God have no light on the meaning and purpose 
of life, for without a creator, life has no ultimate meaning; it is a freak 
of chance, and has no ultimate purpose.

Consult the text

And God said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light. (Genesis 1:3)

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 

stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1)

The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the 

moon give you light; but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your 

God will be your glory. (Isaiah 60:19)

The material that gave the light
The light in the lamps was provided by burning oil. In Zechariah’s 
prophecy we have the description of another lampstand that used 
oil for the light. And the lesson God taught the prophet through the 
vision of this oil-filled lampstand was: ‘Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts’ (4:6). Human wisdom and 
might are altogether inadequate without the light and power of God’s 
Holy Spirit.

Consult the text

And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man 

who is awakened out of his sleep. And he said to me, ‘What do you see?’ I 

said, ‘I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of 

it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on 

the top of it. And there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl 

and the other on its left.’ And I said to the angel who talked with me, ‘What 

are these, my lord?’ Then the angel who talked with me answered and 

said to me, ‘Do you not know what these are?’ I said, ‘No, my lord.’ Then 

he said to me, ‘This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, 

nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.’ (Zechariah 4:1–6)
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Christ, the light of the world
We no longer need a golden lampstand to remind us that God is light, for we know that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the light of the world. The incidents and conversations recorded in John 8 show what Christ 
means when he says, ‘I am the light of the world.’

Christ the light exposes sin
In the story in John 8:1–11 Christ wonderfully exposes the sinfulness of the self-righteous Pharisees. 
The Pharisees ran away from the light because they did not like being shown up as sinners. But to run 
away from the light is to plunge further into darkness. And to run away from the light is to admit that 
one is a sinner and afraid of being exposed.

Consult the text

Early in the morning [Jesus] came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught 

them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in 

the midst they said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. Now in the Law Moses 

commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?’ This they said to test him, that they might have some 

charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. And as they continued 

to ask him, he stood up and said to them, ‘Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at 

her.’ And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. But when they heard it, they went away one by 

one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. (John 8:2–9)

And this is the judgement: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 

because their works were evil. (John 3:19)

Illustrate the idea

If you go outside and turn over a large flat stone or piece of rotten wood, you will gen-

erally see a lot of insects, which, when the light shines on them, scurry away and try to 

hide because they do not like the light. 

If you are in a dirty room without any light, you cannot see the dirt; but when the light 

shines in, you can. If you have been in a dark room for a long time, and someone 

suddenly switches on the light, it hurts your eyes, and at first you do not like the light. 

Christ the light shows the way to forgiveness of sins
As the story in John 8 continues, notice how, when the woman remained in the 
presence of Christ as a self-confessed sinner, he forgave her. Compare this with 
the words of Romans 8. 

Consult the text

Jesus stood up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ 

She said, ‘No one, Lord.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now 

on sin no more.’ (John 8:10–11)

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus ... Who is to 

condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. (Romans 8:1, 34)
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Christ the light shows the way to deliverance from the habit of sin
To walk in the light is to see God as he is revealed in Jesus Christ. We become entranced by the beauty 
of his character, the glory of his law and, above all, the grace of his Son. And therefore we long to walk 
as Christ walked. This emphasizes for us the importance of the constant reading of sacred Scripture.

Consult the text

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you 

will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’ They answered him, ‘We are offspring of Abraham and have 

never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, “You will become free”?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, 

truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house for ever; 

the son remains for ever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:31–36)

Christ the light shows the way to victory over death
When Christ says that those who keep his word will not see death, this does not mean that they will 
never die physically. It is speaking of eternal death, which is to be separated from God, who is light, into 
complete spiritual darkness. The believer in Christ will never see death in this sense. The light, that is, 
our Lord himself, will always be with him. So Christians can be bold in the face of physical death.

Consult the text

‘Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.’ The Jews said to him, ‘Now we 

know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, “If anyone keeps my word, he 

will never taste death.” Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do 

you make yourself out to be?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glori-

fies me, of whom you say, “He is our God.” But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do 

not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced 

that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.’ So the Jews said to him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, 

and have you seen Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.’ (John 

8:51–58)
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The Holy Spirit’s role within us
Today we do not need oil lamps as the Israelites did in the tabernacle, for Christ gives the Holy 
Spirit to enlighten the minds of all who trust him and to explain to them the things of God. 

Consult the text

These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the 

depths of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So 

also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the 

spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us 

by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 

spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. (1 Corinthians 2:10–13)

If we have the Holy Spirit within us, we can shine for God in the spiritual darkness of the 
world.

Consult the text

That you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 

twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so 

that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labour in vain. (Philippians 2:15–16)
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But some people think they are Christians when really they are not, for they have never trusted the 
Saviour, and never received the Holy Spirit. Paul says, ‘Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him’ (Romans 8:9).

Illustrate the idea

This can be illustrated by the parable of the Ten Virgins. Five virgins had lamps, but no oil. We need to make 

sure that we have personally trusted Christ and received the Holy Spirit; otherwise we shall be like lamps that 

have no oil; we shall have no genuine Christian testimony.

Consult the text

Ten virgins ... took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 

For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 

As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said 

to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there 

will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were 

going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the 

door was shut. Afterwards the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I 

say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. (Matthew 25:1–13)



DRAWING NEAR TO GOD

60



61

The Table

LESSON 9

THE TABLE
Key verse
I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live for ever. (John 6:51)

Aims of the lesson
To understand the relationship between our physical hunger and our spiritual 
hunger.
To consider how God fulfils our spiritual needs through Christ.

Description of the table
Exodus 25:23–30 and Leviticus 24:5–9

Lead in
The main ideas are easy to understand since food is a very common and well 
appreciated thing for each of us. 

Consider the necessity of food to maintain life. Here it would be good to talk 
about famine stricken countries, and even to encourage everyone to contribute to 
famine relief through reputable groups.

We can also think of the pleasure of eating. God could have made us like machines, 
like cars that have to be filled with gasoline but get no enjoyment from it. But in his 
kindness God gives us good appetites and then satisfies us with food in a way that 
gives us enjoyment.

And we could talk about the sharing of food as a basis and expression of friendship 
and fellowship. Think about birthday parties and similar occasions when people 
invite their friends to share a meal.

These thoughts then lead us on to the Table of the Bread of Presence in the 
tabernacle. 
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Every week twelve loaves of bread were put 
on the table and left there before God for his 
pleasure and enjoyment. Then at the end of the 
week the priests took away the old loaves, put 
fresh ones in their place and ate the old ones 
reverently in a holy place. It was God’s way of 
saying:

He wanted to be friends with the people 
for they shared the same table and the 
same bread.
He was the supplier of their food. There 
were twelve loaves, one for each tribe. 
God loved all his people and wanted to 
have fellowship with them all. He did not 
want them to be hungry. He loved to sat-
isfy them. 

Consult the text

Who satisfies you with good so that your youth 

is renewed like the eagle’s. (Psalm 103:5) 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wis-

dom have you made them all; the earth is full of 

your creatures. Here is the sea, great and wide, 

which teems with creatures innumerable, living 

things both small and great. There go the ships, 

and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it. 

These all look to you, to give them their food 

in due season. When you give it to them, they 

gather it up; when you open your hand, they 

are filled with good things. (Psalm 104:24–28)

Now from the idea of physical hunger move 
on to that of spiritual hunger. Not only do our 
stomachs get hungry but so do our hearts. We 
long for things like love, friendship, compan-
ions, mental and spiritual satisfaction; and 
when we are denied these things our hearts 
ache. But literal and physical bread cannot 
satisfy spiritual hunger.

Consult the text

The Lord Jesus said ‘Blessed are those who hun-

ger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied.’ (Matthew 5:6).
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Contrast 1—Not literal, physical bread, but spiritual
The passage that specially deals with this is John 6:25–71. It will be helpful to read the whole 
passage for further study, but here are a few of the leading ideas for this lesson.

Christ as true bread
Christ refers to himself as the ‘true bread’. He does not mean here true as distinct from false; but 
real and perfect as distinct from symbols and tokens (compare John 15:1: ‘I am the true vine’). 
All other enjoyments and satisfactions were meant to lead us to Christ. This can be seen in the 
story of the people who took the loaves and fishes that Christ gave them, but refused Christ and 
his spiritual food. 

Consult the text

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. And a 

large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. Jesus went up 

on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at 

hand. Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, 

‘Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?’ He said this to test him, for he himself knew 

what he would do. Philip answered him, ‘Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of 

them to get a little.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here 

who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people 

sit down.’ Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 

Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. 

So also the fish, as much as they wanted. (John 6:1–11)

Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but 

because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not labour for the food that perishes, but for the food that 

endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.’ 

(John 6:26–27)

Jesus then said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, 

but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven.’ (John 6:32)

After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. (John 6:66)

It is foolish to take all the lovely things that God gives us in life, but have no time for Christ.

Illustrate the idea

It is like a child who comes to your birthday party just to get your cake, but has no time for you and does 

not want to be friends with you. 

It is like a young woman who takes an engagement ring from a young man just to get the gold and the 

diamonds, but has no intention of marrying him.

Christ as bread that gives life
Physical bread maintains physical life. So Christ, the true, spiritual bread guarantees eternal life 
to all who trust him. He will lose none.
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Consult the text

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the 

will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last 

day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have 

eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. (John 6:38–40) 

This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread 

that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever. And the bread that I will 

give for the life of the world is my flesh. (John 6:50–51)

The necessity of receiving Christ
If our stomachs are hungry, it is no use merely knowing about bread, or even seeing a loaf of bread; 
we have to eat the bread, if it is going to do us any good. So it is with Christ. If we wish to have 
eternal life, it is not enough merely to know about Christ, we must eat and drink him. That means 
we must personally receive him as our very own Saviour; we must believe on him.

Consult the text

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. (John 6:47).

So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I 

will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on 

my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because 

of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. This is the bread that came down 

from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live for ever.’ 

(John 6:53–58) 

God’s word as bread
The bread Christ gives us is not literal, physical bread, of course, but spiritual bread. We receive 
this bread when we hear and believe his words.

Consult the text

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 

life.... Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we 

have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.’ (John 6:63; 68–69)

Contrast 2—Not a literal, material table, but a spiritual one
If the Israelite priests wanted to eat the Bread of Presence they had to go into the tabernacle to the 
table of wood and gold on which the bread rested. But how are we to get the spiritual bread that 
Christ offers? Christ himself tells us.

Consult the text

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 

and eat with him, and he with me. (Revelation 3:20). 

Quite obviously, the door is not a literal door, but the door of our hearts. We will want to be sure 
that we explain what it means to hear Christ knock on our heart’s door, and what it means to 
open the door and let him in. 
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LESSON 10

THE GATE
Aim of this lesson
The lessons so far have been mainly concerned with getting across facts from the 
Old Testament and the doctrines of the New Testament that those facts illustrate. 
But the aim in putting across facts and doctrines should always be to lead us to 
personal faith in Christ. Use the concluding lesson with this in view.

Description of the gate
Exodus 27:9–19

Lead in
Use the gate of the tabernacle as an illustration of the necessity of personally taking 
that step of faith that unites a person with Christ and brings him or her into all the 
blessings of salvation.

There was a wall around the tabernacle and only one gate. Point out that the wall 
was white, but the gate was beautifully coloured so that it should be attractive, and 
so that every one could see where it was. If anyone wished to see and enjoy the 
beautiful things in God’s house, that person had to enter this one gate.
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THE WAY INTO SALVATION

Christ is the way in
Christ says he is the gate; he urges you to come to him and enter in. Outside you’ll perish, inside 
you are saved.

Consult the text

I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the 

good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:9–11)

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1–2)

And [Christ] came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For 

through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 

but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God. (Ephesians 2:17–19)

Christ is the only way in
Christ is unique. Of all the great founders and leaders of religions he is the only one who has 
come alongside us claiming to be our creator incarnate, come to deal with the problem of the 
guilt of our sin by means of his sacrifice at Calvary so that we may receive forgiveness and peace 
with God.

Consult the text

Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’ 

(John 14:5–6) 

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

Be careful not to mistake the way in
It ought to be for us a matter of supreme concern to make sure that we shall be among those 
who enter the narrow gate. We should ensure we are not trying to enter through an imitation 
gate which cannot lead to life.

Consult the text

Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those 

who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who 

find it are few. (Matthew 7:13–14)

Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When 

once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at 

the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us’, then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ Then 

you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, 

‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ (Luke 13:24–27)
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WHAT IT MEANS TO ENTER

It is impossible to walk the true Christian pathway unless by God’s grace you have been born again 
and received a new nature and, with it, new strength and power. You must first come through the 
gate. How can we hope to enter?

Entering the gate calls us to a deliberate act of the will to accept God’s terms, to open our person-
alities and beings, and to receive his own Son so that he and we might be one forever. Consider the 
examples of two men who were led to enter the gate into salvation. 

Nicodemus

Consult the text

This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for 

no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can a man be born 

when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, 

I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born 

of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, “You must be 

born again.” The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from 

or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things 

be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, 

I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 

testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 

things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:2–16)
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When our Lord spoke to Nicodemus on the topic of entering into salvation, he drew a complete blank 
from the learned professor. Nicodemus did not know what was meant by the term ‘being born again’. 
Still less did he understand what this meant in terms of personal experience.

Devoted and patient as his academic study of holy Scripture had been, he had not yet learned what 
it means to believe; at least what it means to believe in the sense that opens up a channel between the 
soul and God, through which the mighty regenerating power of God will flow. 

And so, our Lord gently suggested to Nicodemus that he needed to come to the end of his own 
spiritual resources, discover his bankruptcy before God and learn to cast himself entirely upon God 
and upon Christ’s redeeming sacrifice. Only then could he believe God from the whole of his heart 
and find opened before him the gate into salvation.

The Apostle Paul

Consult the text

I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the 

flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 

blameless. (Philippians 3:4–6)

Paul was very well-known in his community. He claimed that in his unconverted days he was blame-
less. From the point of view of anything his neighbours could observe, he successfully kept God’s 
commandments. He lived to please God and succeeded perhaps more than the rest of us. 

Many people think this is what it means to be a Christian, do they not? If they could honestly and 
consistently say they have kept God’s law to the very best of their ability, and are blameless as far as 
they personally know, they would regard themselves as distinguished Christians. Or at least, good 
enough Christians to please God, with nothing more being required of them. 

But I want you to notice that that is the opposite of Christianity. When 
Paul saw that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and woke up to the fact 
that the figure hanging upon that cross was God’s Son, there came such 
a revolution in his thinking that he completely abandoned all those other 
claims. 

Consult the text

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I 

count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them 

as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having 

a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith. 

(Philippians 3:7–9) 

The truth dawned on Paul that, even though he was outwardly blameless, 
God’s view was that he was so desperately lost that nothing short of the 
sacrifice of his Son could possibly save him. And so, he abandoned com-
pletely all reliance upon his own efforts to keep God’s law and took his 
stand before God solely and totally as a sinner depending on the sacrifice 
of Christ. He entered the gate into salvation, not based on his own effort, 
but through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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MYRTLEFIELD EXPOSITIONS

Myrtlefield Expositions provide insights into the thought–flow and meaning of the biblical writings, 
motivated by devotion to the Lord who reveals himself in the Scriptures. Scholarly, engaging, and 
accessible, each book addresses the reader’s mind and heart to increase faith in God and to encourage 
obedience to his Word. Teachers, preachers and all students of the Bible will find the approach to 
Scripture adopted in these volumes both instructive and enriching.

An Unshakable Kingdom
BIC = HRCG1
BISAC = REL006070

MyrtlefieldHouse.com9 781874 584360

ISBN 978-1-874584-36-0

The LeTTer To The hebrews conTains some of the New  
Testament’s best-loved passages as well as some of its most difficult. It has stirred 
the hearts of generations of Christians with its visions of the exalted Christ, 
his deity, humanity and sufferings, and his fulfilment of the Old Covenant 
by becoming a superior sacrifice and a High Priest of the New Covenant. Its  
examples of the faithful obedience of men and women like Abraham and 
Sarah who were ‘looking for a city whose builder and maker is God’ continue 
to spur on multitudes to greater devotion in their own journey of faith. Yet 
this same letter, with its solemn warnings, has also brought distress to many 
and caused some to question their own faith, if not their very salvation.

In a clear and concise manner informed by pastoral concern, David  
Gooding explains the meaning of Hebrews’ warnings as he expounds the letter 
as a whole. He carefully examines the position and temptations of its original  
readers in the first century. Many were undergoing such severe persecution 
that they might easily have wondered why, if Jesus really were the Messiah, 
they had to experience such pain and loss. He expounds its major themes in 
order to show that its unified message is that hope and enduring faith in Jesus 
the Messiah, the Son of God, will never be put to shame. As he guides us step 
by step, he reaches outside the limits of the letter itself in order to explore rich 
fields of Old Testament history, prophecy, ritual and poetry from which the 
letter has drawn so many of its insights. 

This practical and readable exposition elucidates Hebrews’ searching  
questions about the progress we are making in our own pilgrimage of faith. It 
is an invaluable help for understanding that both its beauties and its difficul-
ties are intended to strengthen that faith. For, as the letter’s original readers  
discovered, faith finds its only secure resting place in the true and coming 
King whose kingdom will stand even when everything else is shaken to pieces. 

DaViD w. GooDinG is Professor Emeritus of Old Testament Greek at 
Queen’s University, Belfast and a member of the Royal Irish Academy. His 
international teaching ministry is marked by fresh and careful expositions of 
both testaments. He has published scholarly studies on the Septuagint and 
Old Testament narratives, as well as expositions of Luke, John 13-17, Acts 
and the New Testament’s use of the Old Testament. 

unshakablekingdom_offset.indd   1 25/11/2013   09:07

According to Luke: The Third Gospel’s Ordered Historical Narrative
With a profound understanding of both the Scriptures and the classical world 
that influenced Luke, this exposition leads us through the artistry of Luke’s 
presentation. However familiar the terrain of this Gospel, we will find that having 
an experienced guide makes a difference. By bringing out the significance of the 
narrative as a whole, David Gooding’s analysis will help us to arrive at a confident 
understanding of Luke’s message and open up insightful lines of application at 
each step along they way.

The Riches of Divine Wisdom: The New Testament’s Use of the Old Testament 
Is the New Testament being arbitrary when it tells us how to understand the 
Old, or do its careful interpretations show us how the Old was meant to be 
understood? Could it be that the New Testament’s many different ways of using 
some of its passages provide us with guidance for reading, studying and applying 
the whole of the Old Testament? Drawing upon many years of biblical research 
and teaching, Professor Gooding addresses these issues by expounding key New 
Testament passages that use the Old Testament.

In the School of Christ: Lessons on Holiness in John 13–17 
Just before his execution, Jesus Christ invited his disciples to join him at a borrowed 
house in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. As he faced betrayal, arrest and crucifixion, 
he taught them about the very heart of the Christian faith, namely, holiness. When 
the time came to leave the house, he continued his teaching. As they made their way 
through darkened streets that were filled with hostility to him, he spoke of how he 
would empower them to be his witnesses in a world that would often hate them too. 
Jesus was the teacher; the disciples were his pupils. It was the school of Christ.

True to the Faith: The Acts of the Apostles: Defining and Defending the Gospel
By the time the ascended Christ had sent the Holy Spirit to guide his disciples, 
they had no doubt what the basics of the gospel message were: that Christ died for 
our sins, was buried and rose again the third day and would one day come again. 
But, according to Luke’s account, difficult questions and challenges arose for the 
apostles as they began to spread this message. These questions, when once settled 
by the apostles, would further define the gospel with answers that are definitive 
for us today.

An Unshakeable Kingdom: The Letter to the Hebrews for Today
The Letter to the Hebrews contains some of the New Testament’s best–loved 
passages as well as some of its most difficult. It has stirred the hearts of generations 
of Christians with its visions of the exalted Christ, his deity, humanity and 
sufferings, and his fulfilment of the Old Covenant by becoming a superior 
sacrifice and a High Priest of the New Covenant. This practical and readable 
exposition elucidates Hebrews’ searching questions about the progress we are 
making in our own pilgrimage of faith.
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MYRTLEFIELD ENCOUNTERS

Myrtlefield Encounters are complementary studies of biblical literature, Christian teaching and 
apologetics. The books in this series engage the minds of believers and sceptics. They show how God 
has spoken in the Bible to address the realities of life and its questions, problems, beauty and potential.

Key Bible Concepts: 
Defining the Basic Terms of the Christian Faith
How can one book be so widely appreciated and so contested? Millions 
revere it and many ridicule it, but the Bible is often not allowed to speak 
for itself. Key Bible Concepts explores and clarifies the central terms of the 
Christian gospel. Gooding and Lennox provide succinct explanations of the 
basic vocabulary of Christian thought to unlock the Bible’s meaning and its 
significance for today.

Christianity Opium or Truth?
Answering Thoughtful Objections to the Christian Faith
Is Christianity just a belief that dulls the pain of our existence with dreams 
that are beautiful but false? Or is it an accurate account of reality, our own 
condition and God’s attitude toward us? Gooding and Lennox address 
crucial issues that can make it difficult for thoughtful people to accept 
the Christian message. They answer those questions and show that clear 
thinking is not in conflict with personal faith in Jesus Christ.

The Definition of Christianity:
Exploring the Original Meaning of the Christian Faith
Who gets to determine what Christianity means? Is it possible to understand 
its original message after centuries of tradition and conflicting ideas? 
Gooding and Lennox throw fresh light on these questions by tracing the 
Book of Acts’ historical account of the message that proved so effective 
in the time of Christ’s apostles. Luke’s record of its confrontations with 
competing philosophical and religious systems reveals Christianity’s own 
original and lasting definition.

The Bible and Ethics:
Finding the Moral Foundations of the Christian Faith
Why should we tell the truth or value a human life? Why should we not treat 
others in any way we like? Some say the Bible is the last place to find answers 
to such questions, but even its critics recognize the magnificence of Jesus’ 
ethical teaching. To understand the ethics of Jesus we need to understand 
the values and beliefs on which they are based. Gooding and Lennox take 
us on a journey through the Bible and give us a concise survey of its leading 
events and people, ideas, poetry, moral values and ethics to bring into focus 
the ultimate significance of what Jesus taught about right and wrong.
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THE QUEST FOR REALITY AND SIGNIFICANCE

We need a coherent picture of our world. Life’s realities won’t let us ignore its fundamental questions, 
but with so many opposing views, how will we choose answers that are reliable? In this series of books, 
David Gooding and John Lennox offer a fair analysis of religious and philosophical attempts to find 
the truth about the world and our place in it. By listening to the Bible alongside other leading voices, 
they show that it is not only answering life’s biggest questions—it is asking better questions than we 
ever thought to ask.

Being Truly Human: The Limits of Our Worth, Power, Freedom and Destiny
Gooding and Lennox address issues surrounding the value of humans. They 
consider the nature and basis of morality, compare what morality means in different 
systems, and assess the dangerous way freedom is often devalued. What should 
guide our use of power? What should limit our choices? And to what extent can 
our choices keep us from fulfilling our potential?

Finding Ultimate Reality: In Search of the Best Answers to the Biggest Questions
Gooding and Lennox remind us that the authority behind ethics cannot be separated 
from the truth about ultimate reality. Is there a Creator who stands behind his moral 
law? Are we the product of amoral forces, left to create moral consensus? Gooding 
and Lennox compare ultimate reality as understood in: Indian Pantheistic Monism, 
Greek Philosophy and Mysticism, Naturalism and Atheism, and Christian Theism.

Questioning Our Knowledge: Can We Know What We Need to Know?
Gooding and Lennox discuss how we could know whether any of these competing 
worldviews are true. What is truth anyway, and is it absolute? How would we 
recognize truth if we encountered it? Beneath these questions lies another that 
affects science, philosophy, ethics, literature and our everyday lives: how do we 
know anything at all?

Doing What’s Right: The Limits of Our Worth, Power, Freedom and Destiny
Gooding and Lennox present particular ethical theories that claim to hold the 
basic principles everyone should follow. They compare the insights and potential 
weaknesses of each system by asking: what is its authority, its supreme goal, its 
specific rules, and its guidance for daily life? They then evaluate why even the best 
theories have proven to be impossible to follow consistently.

Claiming to Answer: How One Person Became the Response to Our Deepest Questions
Gooding and Lennox argue it is not enough to have an ethical theory telling us 
what standards we ought to live by, because we often fail in our duties and do what 
we know is wrong. How can we overcome this universal weakness? Many religions 
claim to be able to help, but is the hope they offer true? Gooding and Lennox state 
why they think the claims of Jesus Christ are valid and the help he offers is real.

Suffering Life’s Pain: Facing the Problems of Moral and Natural Evil
Gooding and Lennox acknowledge the problem with believing in a wise, loving and 
just God who does not stop natural disasters or human cruelty. Why does he permit 
congenital diseases, human trafficking and genocide? Is he unable to do anything? 
Or does he not care? Gooding and Lennox offer answers based on the Creator’s 
purpose for the human race, and his entry into his own creation.


